
 
1. Thesis: Christians make it their practice to regularly attend and faithfully serve their local 

church. 
1.1. Qualifications 

1.1.1. This is not to say that regularly attending and faithfully serving in a local church 
makes a person a Christian or grants them eternal life. Christians are saved by the 
grace of God through faith in Christ, not by any works of their own (Ephesians 2:8-
9; 2 Tim. 1:9; Titus 3:5). 

1.1.2. This does not address those who physically unable to attend or serve in a local 
church.  

1.1.2.1. Believers are sometimes providentially hindered from attending the 
meeting of a local church through things such as medical emergency; 
inclement weather; mechanical failure of transportation; etc. 

1.1.2.2. Believers are sometimes prevented from serving or attending a local 
church due to old age/nursing home residence; prolonged medical condition.  

1.1.2.3. The use of exceptions such as these to argue against the thesis is 
unwarranted and specious.  

1.2. Support from the example of Christ. 
1.2.1. Because the church did not exist prior to the death, resurrection, and ascension 

of Jesus he obviously never went to church. Because the church did not exist prior 
to the death, resurrection, and ascension of Jesus he obviously never went to 
church. Yet Scripture is plain that Jesus regularly attended the assembly of God’s 
people. 

1.2.1.1. Matthew 12:9 He went on from there and entered their synagogue. 
1.2.1.2. Matthew 13:54 and coming to his hometown he taught them in their 

synagogue, so that they were astonished, and said, "Where did this man get 
this wisdom and these mighty works? 

1.2.1.3. Mark 1:21 And they went into Capernaum, and immediately on the 
Sabbath he entered the synagogue and was teaching. 

1.2.1.4. Mark 3:1 Again he entered the synagogue, and a man was there with a 
withered hand. 

1.2.1.5. Mark 6:2 And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the synagogue, and 
many who heard him were astonished, saying, "Where did this man get these 
things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such mighty works done 
by his hands? 

1.2.1.6. Luke 4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And 
as was his custom, he went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he 
stood up to read. 

1.2.1.7. Luke 6:6 On another Sabbath, he entered the synagogue and was 
teaching, and a man was there whose right hand was withered. 

1.2.1.8. John 6:59 Jesus said these things in the synagogue, as he taught at 
Capernaum. 

1.2.2. In obedience to the Law, Jesus went to the temple for observance of the 
proscribed festivals. 



1.2.2.1. John 2:13 The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem.  

1.2.2.2.  John 5:1 After this there was a feast of the Jews, and Jesus went up to 
Jerusalem.  

1.2.2.3. John 7:14 About the middle of the feast Jesus went up into the temple 
and began teaching.  

1.2.2.4. John 10:22-23 At that time the Feast of Dedication took place at 
Jerusalem. It was winter, and Jesus was walking in the temple, in the 
colonnade of Solomon.  

1.2.2.5. John 11:55-56 Now the Passover of the Jews was at hand, and many went 
up from the country to Jerusalem before the Passover to purify themselves. 
They were looking for Jesus and saying to one another as they stood in the 
temple, "What do you think? That he will not come to the feast at all?" 

1.2.2.6. John 18:20-21 Jesus answered him, "I have spoken openly to the world. I 
have always taught in synagogues and in the temple, where all Jews come 
together. I have said nothing in secret. Why do you ask me? Ask those who 
have heard me what I said to them; they know what I said."  

1.2.3. Observations 
1.2.3.1. If anyone who ever lived had an excuse to forgo the gathering of God’s 

people for worship it was Jesus. Jesus had no reason to worship with God’s 
people; he knew that he would receive worship as God from God’s people. 
Jesus had no reason to listen to other men teach God’s Word. Jesus knew 
Scripture better than anyone else. More than that, Synagogue attendance 
was neither required nor even mentioned by the Law. He did not attend the 
Synagogue in order to fulfill the Law. Jesus willingly, faithfully, attended the 
gathering of God’s people for worship and instruction in Scriptures.  

1.2.3.2. Each of the 4 gospels mentions Jesus’ participation in Synagogue services. 
Luke makes it clear that such occasions were not unusual: it was the “custom” 
of Jesus to attend the synagogue (Luke 4:16). 

1.2.3.2.1. ε   θω- be accustomed (Matthew 27:15; Mark 10:1; Luke 4:16; Acts 
17:2) 

1.2.3.3. Jesus’ attendance at the Jerusalem festivals was so regular that the 
people expected him to be there (John 11:55-56).  

1.2.3.4. While the gospels present Jesus as an itinerant teacher, and while his 
most famous discourse is likely the Sermon on the Mount; Jesus makes it 
clear that it was his practice to teach in the synagogue and at the Temple: it is 
something he “always” did (John 18:20-21). 

1.2.3.4.1.       ε – at all times, always, ever (Thayer) 
1.2.4. Conclusion 

1.2.4.1. As Paul rhetorically questions, “Are we stronger than the Lord?” Jesus, 
the eternal Son of God, regularly attended the gathering of God’s people to 
worship. Jesus, the substance to which all the Old Testament festival shadows 
pointed to, faithfully participated in the Old Testament festivals. If Christians 
are followers of Jesus, and Jesus by “custom” and “always” worshipped with 



God’s people, how can his followers claim to walk in Jesus’ steps but not do 
the things he did?  

1.3. Support from historical teaching. Leading teachers of Christian doctrine have 
consistently taught the necessity of participation in the ministries of the church. 

1.3.1. Let no man deceive himself: if anyone be not within the altar, he is deprived of 
the bread of God. For if the prayer of one or two possesses (Matt. 18:19) such 
power, how much more that of the bishop and the whole Church! He, therefore, 
that does not assemble with the Church, has even by this manifested his pride, and 
condemned himself. (Ignatius, To the Ephesians 5) 

1.3.2. For as many as are of God and of Jesus Christ are also with the bishop. And as 
many as shall, in the exercise of repentance, return into the unity of the Church, 
these, too, shall belong to God, that they may live according to Jesus Christ. 
(Ignatius, To the Philadelphians 3) 

1.3.3. “For in the Church,” it is said, “God hath set apostles, prophets, teachers,” (1Cor. 
12:28) and all the other means through which the Spirit works; of which all those 
are not partakers who do not join themselves to the Church, but defraud 
themselves of life through their perverse opinions and infamous behavior. For 
where the Church is, there is the Spirit of God; and where the Spirit of God is, there 
is the Church, and every kind of grace; but the Spirit is truth. Those, therefore, who 
do not partake of Him, are neither nourished into life from the mother’s breasts, 
nor do they enjoy that most limpid fountain which issues from the body of Christ; 
but they dig for themselves broken cisterns (Jer. 2:13) out of earthly trenches, and 
drink putrid water out of the mire, fleeing from the faith of the Church lest they be 
convicted; and rejecting the Spirit, that they may not be instructed. (Irenaeus, 
Against Heresies, III.XXIV.1) 

1.3.4. And as in the sea there are islands, some of them habitable, and well-watered, 
and fruitful, with havens and harbors in which the storm-tossed may find refuge,—
so God has given to the world which is driven and tempest-tossed by sins, 
assemblies—we mean holy churches—in which survive the doctrines of the truth, 
as in the island-harbors of good anchorage; and into these run those who desire to 
be saved, being lovers of the truth, and wishing to escape the wrath and judgment 
of God. And as, again, there are other islands, rocky and without water, and 
barren, and infested by wild beasts, and uninhabitable, and serving only to injure 
navigators and the storm-tossed, on which ships are wrecked, and those driven 
among them perish,—so there are doctrines of error—I mean heresies—which 
destroy those who approach them. For they are not guided by the word of truth; 
but as pirates, when they have filled their vessels, drive them on the fore-
mentioned places, that they may spoil them: so also it happens in the case of those 
who err from the truth, that they are all totally ruined by their error. (Theophilus, 
To Autolycus II, 14) 

1.3.5. The spouse of Christ cannot be adulterous; she is uncorrupted and pure. She 
knows one home; she guards with chaste modesty the sanctity of one couch. She 
keeps us for God. She appoints the sons whom she has born for the kingdom. 
Whoever is separated from the Church and is joined to an adulteress, is separated 



from the promises of the Church; nor can he who forsakes the Church of Christ 
attain to the rewards of Christ. He is a stranger; he is profane; he is an enemy. He 
can no longer have God for his Father, who has not the Church for his mother. If 
anyone could escape who was outside the ark of Noah, then he also may escape 
who shall be outside of the Church. (Cyprian, On the Unity of the Church 6) 

1.3.6. But, moreover, the very interrogation which is put in baptism is a witness of the 
truth. For when we say, “Dost thou believe in eternal life and remission of sins 
through the holy Church?” we mean that remission of sins is not granted except in 
the Church, and that among heretics, where there is no Church, sins cannot be put 
away. (Cyprian, Epistle 69.2) 

1.3.7. Moreover, all other heretics, if they have separated themselves from the Church 
of God, can have nothing of power or of grace, since all power and grace are 
established in the Church where the elders453 preside, who possess the power 
both of baptizing, and of imposition of hands, and of ordaining. (Cyprian, Epistle 
74.7) 

1.3.8. But what is the greatness of his error, and what the depth of his blindness, who 
says that remission of sins can be granted in the synagogues of heretics, and does 
not abide on the foundation of the one Church which was once based by Christ 
upon the rock, may be perceived from this, that Christ said to Peter alone, 
“Whatsoever thou shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatsoever 
thou shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” (Matt. 16:19) (Cyprian, Epistle 
74.16) 

1.3.9. For when they are called Phrygians, or Novatians, or Valentinians, or 
Marcionites, or Anthropians, or Arians, or by any other name they have ceased to 
be Christians, who have lost the name of Christ, and assumed human and external 
names. Therefore it is the Catholic Church alone which retains true worship. This is 
the fountain of truth, this is the abode of the faith, this is the temple of God; into 
which if any one shall not enter, or from which if any shall go out, he is estranged 
from the hope of life and eternal salvation. (Lactantius, The Divine Institutes 
IV.XXX) 

1.3.10. By the unity of the Church we must understand an unity into which we feel 
persuaded that we are truly ingrafted. For unless we are united with all the other 
members under Christ our head, no hope of the future inheritance awaits us. (John 
Calvin, Institutes of Christian Religion IV.I.2) 

1.3.11. 4. But as it is now our purpose to discourse of the visible Church, let us learn, 
from her single title of Mother, how useful, nay, how necessary the knowledge of 
her is, since there is no other means of entering into life unless she conceive us in 
the womb and give us birth, unless she nourish us at her breasts, and, in short, 
keep us under her charge and government, until, divested of mortal flesh, we 
become like the angels (Matt. 22:30). For our weakness does not permit us to leave 
the school until we have spent our whole lives as scholars. Moreover, beyond the 
pale of the Church no forgiveness of sins, no salvation, can be hoped for, as Isaiah 
and Joel testify (Isa. 37:32; Joel 2:32). (John Calvin, Institutes of Christian Religion 
IV.I.4) 



1.3.12. Hence it follows, that all who reject the spiritual food of the soul divinely offered 
to them by the hands of the Church, deserve to perish of hunger and famine. (John 
Calvin, Institutes of Christian Religion IV.I.5) 

1.4. Scriptural teaching regarding regular attendance and faithful service to a local church. 
1.4.1. Christians are commanded to not miss the gathering of God’s people: Hebrews 

10:24-25, “And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one 
another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.” 

1.4.1.1. Believers are commanded not to neglect meeting together. If there is a 
command in Scripture, and if that command is disobeyed, such disobedience 
is sin. The best thing that can be said about a person who claims to be a 
Christian but does not attend church is that they are sinning.  

1.4.1.1.1. Such a fact is particularly troubling considering the teaching of the 
apostle John regarding sin and the assurance of the believer. 

1.4.1.1.1.1. 1 John 2:3 And by this we know that we have come to 
know him, if we keep his commandments. 

1.4.1.1.1.2. 1 John 3:6-7 No one who abides in him keeps on sinning; 
no one who keeps on sinning has either seen him or known him. 
Little children, let no one deceive you. Whoever practices 
righteousness is righteous, as he is righteous. 

1.4.1.1.1.3. 1 John 3:9 No one born of God makes a practice of sinning, 
for God's seed abides in him, and he cannot keep on sinning 
because he has been born of God. 

1.4.1.1.1.4. 1 John 3:24 Whoever keeps his commandments abides in 
God, and God in him. And by this we know that he abides in us, by 
the Spirit whom he has given us. 

1.4.1.2. If not gathering with believers for worship is a sin—and it is (Heb. 10:24-
25)—and if believers do not continually practice sin—and they don’t (1 John 
3:6-10)—then how should we think of someone who claims to be a Christian 
yet never goes to church?  

1.4.1.3. It is quite interesting to note that Hebrews 10:25 says some are in the 
“habit” of not going to church. This is the term ε   θ ς, it is the noun form of the 
very same word Luke used in the verb form to describe the “custom” of Jesus 
attending the synagogue. So, whereas Jesus made it his custom to attend the 
gathering of God’s people for worship, some followers of Jesus make it their 
habit not to. “How can these things be?”  

1.4.2. It is the clear New Testament expectation that Christians will regularly attend 
church. 

1.4.2.1. There is not a single New Testament epistle that offers instruction to 
believers apart from the setting of the church. 

1.4.2.1.1. The epistles of Paul  
1.4.2.1.1.1. Romans, 1 & 2 Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, 

Philippians, Colossians, 1 & 2 Thessalonians, and Philemon are all 
letters written to local churches. 



1.4.2.1.1.2. 1 & 2 Timothy and Titus are written to help men who are 
working to build and bring to order local churches.  

1.4.2.1.2. Hebrews is a sermon intended to be heard in the worship 
gathering (13:22). 

1.4.2.1.3. James writes about how believers are to treat those who join 
them for worship (2:1-9); gives instruction about teachers (3:1); and 
speaks of the prayer of elders (5:13-16). 

1.4.2.1.4. While Peter addresses 1 & 2 Peter to “elect exiles” (1 & 2 Peter 
1:1 ) he further describes them as God’s people built together into his 
house (1 Peter 2) and by addressing the “elders among *them+” he gives 
clear indication that he expects his letters are being read in the gathered 
church.  

1.4.2.1.5. The epistles of John deal with various aspects of sin in the church 
(3 John 9), false teachers attacking the church (2 John 9-10), and false 
teachers leaving the church (1 John 2:19).  

1.4.2.1.6. Jude writes to a gathering of saints (Jude 1) and mentions their 
communal agape meal (Jude 12). 

1.4.2.1.7. Revelation is written to seven churches in Asia Minor (Rev. 1:11). 
1.4.2.1.8. Summary: the intended audience of the New Testament letters is 

instructive. Each of the New Testament letters is addressed to believers 
meeting together as the church or to men who are responsible to lead 
the meeting of the church. God has given his word to the church (1 Tim. 
3:15). 

1.4.2.2. In 1 Cor. 16:1-2 Paul commands the Corinthians to provide their offerings 
“on the first day of every week.” Paul expects the believers at Corinth to 
gather every week and give to support the needy.  

1.4.2.3. In 1 Timothy 4:13 Paul commanded Timothy to devote himself to “the 
public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching.” Paul commands 
leaders to publicly read and teach Scripture. Do you think he also expects 
believers to be there for the reading and teaching?  

1.4.2.3.1. The word “public” is not in the Greek text. But the word for 
“reading” used by Paul referred to the regular, “public” reading of 
Scripture in the synagogue (Acts 13:15; 2 Cor. 3:14). In addition, teaching 
and exhortation are impossible without the presence of someone to 
teach and exhort. 

1.4.3. Believers cannot practice Christianity apart from the meeting of the church.  
1.4.3.1.1. Because the New Testament epistles are addressed to the 

gathered church, it is in the church first that Believers encourage one 
another in Psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16). 
Believers cannot do this if they are not together.  

1.4.3.1.2. Commentators and theologians are in general agreement that 
Communion, or the Lord’s Supper, is an ordinance of the church. It is not 
something that individuals practice privately. Believers cannot observe 
the Lord’s Supper apart from a local church.  



1.4.3.1.3. When a person is saved he is gifted by the Holy Spirit to serve the 
body of Christ (1 Cor. 12:1-7; Rom. 12:6-8; Eph. 4:7-12; 1 Peter 4:10-11). 
Believers are given gifts from the Spirit “for the common good (1 Cor. 
12:7; for building up the body of Christ (Eph. 4:12); to serve one another 
(1 Peter 4:10).” If he does not gather when the rest of the body of Christ 
gathers he cannot exercise his gift and is making himself an unprofitable 
servant (Matt. 25:14-30).  

1.5. Scriptural teaching regarding the nature of the church and the relevance of such 
teaching to regular attendance and faithful service. 

1.5.1. The church in the ministry of Jesus 
1.5.1.1. Jesus came into the world to save sinners, but he did not come to save 

them as isolated individuals. Jesus is the good shepherd that leaves the 99 
sheep to find the one lost, but he does not remain in the wilderness when the 
lamb is found. Jesus came to gather together all the children of God. Jesus 
came to be the shepherd not on one lamb, or of many sheep in isolation from 
one another, but to be the shepherd of “one flock.” 

1.5.1.1.1.  John 10:16 And I have other sheep that are not of this fold. I must 
bring them also, and they will listen to my voice. So there will be one 
flock, one shepherd. 

1.5.1.1.2. John 11:51-52 He did not say this of his own accord, but being 
high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would die for the nation, 
and not for the nation only, but also to gather into one the children of 
God who are scattered abroad. 

1.5.1.2. Jesus promised to build his church. No other group, organization, or 
institution has this promise.  

1.5.1.2.1. Matthew 16:18 And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 

1.5.1.3. By his blood Jesus Christ took people from all races and made them a 
single, unified, kingdom. For this he will praised eternally. 

1.5.1.3.1. Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, 
in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church 
of God, which he obtained with his own blood. 

1.5.1.3.2. Ephesians 5:25-27 Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the 
church and gave himself up for her, that he might sanctify her, having 
cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, so that he might 
present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any 
such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish. 

1.5.1.3.3. Revelation 5:9-10 And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are 
you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by 
your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language 
and people and nation, and you have made them a kingdom and priests 
to our God, and they shall reign on the earth.” 

1.5.1.4. The church is the fulfillment of the promise, purpose, and passion of 
Jesus. Christ came to gather a people together. Christ promised that his 



gathered people would prevail over all foes. Christ died to gather his people 
together. A person who willingly neglects regular attendance and faithful 
service at a local church is working against everything that Christ has worked 
and is working for.  

1.5.2. The church and the Trinity 
1.5.2.1. The church is the temple of God. While it is true that the bodies of 

individual believers are a temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor. 6:19); the emphasis 
of the New Testament is that the gathered church is the temple of God. As 
the temple of God, the church is where God dwells and reveals his presence. 
As the place where God dwells and reveals his presence, the church is where 
God is worshipped. 

1.5.2.1.1. 1 Corinthians 3:16 Do you not know that you are God's temple 
and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 

1.5.2.1.2. 2 Corinthians 6:16 What agreement has the temple of God with 
idols? For we are the temple of the living God; as God said, "I will make 
my dwelling among them and walk among them, and I will be their God, 
and they shall be my people. 

1.5.2.1.3. Ephesians 2:19-22 So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, 
but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you 
also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit. 

1.5.2.1.4. Hebrews 3:6 but Christ is faithful over God's house as a son. And 
we are his house if indeed we hold fast our confidence and our boasting 
in our hope. 

1.5.2.1.5. 1 Peter 2:4-5 As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men 
but in the sight of God chosen and precious, you yourselves like living 
stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to 
offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. 

1.5.2.2. Furthermore, the church is the contemporary manifestation of God’s plan 
for eternity. God’s plan for the fullness of time is to unite all things together in 
Christ (Eph. 1:9-10). To that end, the Father has already raised the Son above 
all other authority to rule over all things and made him head of the church 
(Eph. 1:19-23). The person who willfully neglects regular attendance and 
faithful service at a local church is essentially saying to God, “I know that you 
plan to bring all things together under Christ; but for now I am just going to 
do my own thing.” Christ’s rule over all of creation has been inaugurated in 
his rule over the church. Those who do not submit to his rule in the church 
are rebelling  against the authority of Christ.   

1.5.2.3. The church is the body of Christ. While any analogy can be pushed too 
far, it is difficult to miss the significance of this imagery. Christ the Head gives 
direction and nourishment to his body. If the church is Christ’s body, and 
someone removes himself from fellowship with the church, he has removed 



himself from the source of nourishment and growth. A person who leaves the 
body of Christ is not following Christ and is incapable of growth in Christ.  

1.5.2.3.1. Romans 12:4-5 For as in one body we have many members, and 
the members do not all have the same function, so we, though many, 
are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. 

1.5.2.3.2. 1 Corinthians 12:12-14 For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, 
so it is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body--
Jews or Greeks, slaves or free--and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 
For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 

1.5.2.3.3. Ephesians 4:4 There is one body and one Spirit--just as you were 
called to the one hope that belongs to your call-- 

1.5.2.3.4. Colossians 2:18-19 Let no one disqualify you, insisting on 
asceticism and worship of angels, going on in detail about visions, puffed 
up without reason by his sensuous mind, and not holding fast to the 
Head, from whom the whole body, nourished and knit together through 
its joints and ligaments, grows with a growth that is from God. 

1.5.2.4. The church is the “work” of the Holy Spirit. Practically speaking the Holy 
Spirit accomplishes the building of the church. The Holy Spirit builds us into 
the temple of God. The Holy Spirit unites us to Christ’s body. Just as the 
Father and Son accomplish this work through the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit 
accomplishes this work through giving believers gifts for ministry. As 
mentioned earlier (1.4.3.1.3), the Holy Spirit gives gifts to believers to enable 
them to serve other believers to build up the body of Christ. When someone 
does not regularly attend and faithfully serve his local church, he cannot be 
exercising his spiritual gift. He is working against the very thing the Holy Spirit 
is working for.  

1.5.2.4.1. 1 Corinthians 12:7 To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit 
for the common good. 

1.5.2.4.2. 1 Peter 4:10 As each has received a gift, use it to serve one 
another, as good stewards of God's varied grace 

1.5.2.5. Summary of Trinitarian data: The habit of not attending church must be 
recognized for what it is: an attack on the doctrine of the Trinity. The Holy 
Spirit engrafts believers into the body of Christ. The Holy Spirit builds 
believers into the building of God. The Holy Spirit gifts believers to serve other 
believers. For a person to say he is a Christian but to have no interest in 
faithful, active, church membership is an attack on God himself. Specifically, it 
is an attack on the Holy Spirit and the unity of the Trinity.  
By his actions, the “stay-at-home” Christian proclaims that the Holy Spirit is in 
rebellion against the Father and Son. The Father has made complete provision 
for a holy temple, with all the stones perfectly joined and fit together. But the 
Holy Spirit is content to leave the rocks in a field covered with weeds. The Son 
has done everything to become the Head of a body fearfully and wonderfully 
made to accomplish the will of God. The Spirit is content with severed ears 



and dismembered fingers. The Spirit is a disinterested Dr. Frankenstein with a 
freakish laboratory with formaldehyde-filled jars of parts. Rather than 
accomplishing his role of gifting believers to serve, the Spirit has become a 
stingy Scrooge. 

1.5.3. The Scriptural terminology for the church demonstrates its importance. The 
church is: 

1.5.3.1. The body of Christ (Col. 1:18) 
1.5.3.2. The promised bride to Christ (2 Cor. 11:2) 
1.5.3.3. The fullness of Christ (Eph. 1:22) 
1.5.3.4. God’s flock (1 Peter 5:2-4) 
1.5.3.5. God’s house (Eph. 2:19) 
1.5.3.6. God’s building (1 Cor. 3:9) 
1.5.3.7. God’s field (1 Cor. 3:9) 
1.5.3.8. The temple of God (1 Cor. 3:16) 
1.5.3.9. The people of God (Heb. 4:9) 
1.5.3.10. A chosen race (1 Peter 2:9) 
1.5.3.11. A royal priesthood (1 Peter 2:9) 
1.5.3.12. A holy nation (1 Peter 2:9) 
1.5.3.13. A people for God’s own possession (1 Peter 2:9) 
1.5.3.14. A pillar and buttress of the truth (1 Tim. 3:15) 
1.5.3.15. The force of this data is cumulative. To begin to contemplate such 

significance read through the list again, this time inserting the phrase, “I 
choose not to participate in…” before each item.  

1.5.4. The Scriptural description of what happens in and through the church 
demonstrates its importance. In the church: 

1.5.4.1. God demonstrates his wisdom to heavenly beings (Eph. 3:10) 
1.5.4.2. God is glorified in Christ (Eph. 3:21) 
1.5.4.3. There is a mystical, spiritual communion between those who are alive 

and those who are already in heaven. As previously mentioned (1.5.2.2), the 
church is the contemporary demonstration of God’s plan for eternity. This 
demonstration is actualized when the church on earth gathers for worship. At 
that time, believers are not just gathering together in a building, but “have 
come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, 
and to innumerable angels in festal gathering, and to the assembly of the 
firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the judge of all, and to the 
spirits of the righteous made perfect, and to Jesus, the mediator of a new 
covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the 
blood of Abel.” (Hebrews 12:22-24). In the gathering of the church, heaven is 
experienced here and now.  

1.6. The Scriptural teaching regarding who does not attend and serve the church 
demonstrates its importance. 

1.6.1. Unbelievers. This is so obvious that it might easily be forgotten. Unbelievers are 
certainly welcome to join in the gathering of the church, but they are not expected 
to. The church gathers to worship God. It is not to be expected that those who 



deny God would seek to participate. Nevertheless, believers should conduct their 
services in a way that would not unnecessarily confuse or hinder an unbeliever 
from understanding what is happening in case such a person does enter the 
service.  

1.6.1.1. 1 Corinthians 14:23-24  If, therefore, the whole church comes together 
and all speak in tongues, and outsiders or unbelievers enter, will they not say 
that you are out of your minds?  But if all prophesy, and an unbeliever or 
outsider enters, he is convicted by all, he is called to account by all… 

1.6.2. Those guilty of open sin. The New Testament teaches that it is the responsibility 
of the church to exclude anyone who claims to be a believer yet is guilty of 
persistent immoral behavior.  

1.6.2.1. Even before the church existed, Jesus gave step by step instructions to 
guide the church in the process of removing someone from their fellowship 
(Matt. 18:15-18). 

1.6.2.2. Paul gives a list of the type of sins that exclude a person from meeting 
with the church:  sexual immorality, greed, an idolater, reviler, drunkard, or 
swindler (1 Cor. 5:11). In fact, believers are to “keep away” from any 
professing believer who continues to live in any sin (2 Thess. 3:6).  

1.6.3. False teachers are to be excluded from the gathering of the church for reasons 
that should be readily apparent. As the “pillar and buttress of the truth” and as the 
people who follow the One who is “the truth” error cannot be allowed to exist in 
the church. 

1.6.3.1. Romans 16:17-18  I appeal to you, brothers, to watch out for those who 
cause divisions and create obstacles contrary to the doctrine that you have 
been taught; avoid them.  For such persons do not serve our Lord Christ, but 
their own appetites, and by smooth talk and flattery they deceive the hearts 
of the naive. 

1.6.3.2. Galatians 1:8-9  But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to 
you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed.  9  
As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a 
gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. 

1.6.3.3. 2 John 1:10-11  If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, 
do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting, for whoever 
greets him takes part in his wicked works. 

1.6.4. Heretics are to be excluded from the gathering of the church as well. Today, the 
word “heretic” is used almost synonymously with false teacher. But when the New 
Testament was written it simply referred to someone who formed parties, groups, 
cliques. The noun is often translated “sect.” In the New Testament usage, a heretic 
is someone who has a pet issue and makes that issue the be all and end all of 
existence. The type of person who is always seeking to form a group around him 
against all others should be removed from the gathering of the church.  

1.6.4.1. Tit 3:10  As for a person who stirs up division, after warning him once and 
then twice, have nothing more to do with him 



1.6.5. Those living in open sin, false teachers, and people who like to cause divisions 
should be excluded from attending the gathering of the church. Why? Because 
they attack the moral and doctrinal purity, and the unity of the assembly. If these 
are the type of people who must not be allowed to attend the church, what does 
this say about those who should be there? A person who willfully chooses to not 
regularly attend and faithfully serve the local church is putting himself in the place 
of the gross sinner, false teacher, and heretic.  

2. Summary & Conclusion 
2.1. Even before the church existed, Jesus modeled the habit of faithful attendance at the 

gathering of God’s people to worship. If anyone could claim he had no need of 
corporate worship; if anyone could claim the ability to meet with God on his own; it 
was Jesus. But Jesus did not. Instead, Jesus made it his custom to always be with God’s 
people when they gathered for worship. 

2.2. The Bible commands us not to forsake the gathering of the church to worship. If we are 
commanded not to do something and we do it, it is sin. The Bible teaches that someone 
who lives persistently in sin should not be considered a child of God.  

2.3. It is impossible to scripturally conceive of a Christian who does not go to church. The 
New Testament was written to churches. The New Testament addresses itself to the 
church and everywhere assumes, commands, and regulates participation in the 
ministries of the church. The New Testament simply has no category to put someone in 
who chooses not to involve himself in the life and ministry of the church: other than a 
person living in sin.  
This is not to say that the New Testament only gives instruction regarding how to live in 
church. It clearly addresses life outside the church: life in the home, on the job, in the 
marketplace, with regard to the state, etc. But it only addresses such instruction to 
people gathered together to worship and serve as the gathered church.  

2.4. Simply put, the church is what God is doing right now. The church is what the Father 
has eternally planned for. The church is what the Son has died for. The church is what 
the Holy Spirit is active for. The church is God’s ark of salvation for mankind.  

2.5. Unbelievers, flagrant sinners, false teachers, and heretics: these are the kind of people 
who do not gather with God’s people.   

2.6. In this matter, as in all others, we have a choice to make. The teaching of Scripture is 
hard and narrow, but for 2,000 years the best teachers in the church have believed and 
taught it. Christians go to church. Not because they have to, but because they must. It 
is their very nature.  


